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to have growing success in developing this program in a 
country that is nearly 90% Muslim. We have enjoyed working 
with this team of Indonesian medical professionals and 
arranging future plans with the Heath Department of North 
Sumatra, and each year we are met with more cooperation. 
Just in October, after completing 324 eye surgeries in Gunung 
Sitoli, we travelled to Medan to meet with government 
officials. We went into the meeting with some concern that 

One of the major items in our budget for 2018 was for Disaster Relief and Special Needs. Due to your generosity 
we responded to calls from the Philippines, Cambodia, Indonesia, Nepal, Nigeria and South Sudan. We were able 
to assist in building and repairing homes for children, assist families in flood relief programs, daily feeding of poor 
families, and special calls for help for hospital care and emergency surgeries. We also continued to support the Tree 
of Life School in the Philippines. This is not a complete list but it gives you some idea of where your donations have 
gone – in addition to our primary projects, which are reported on in this newsletter. Thank you for your partnership.

In 2018 we continued doing eye surgeries in 
Indonesia. As this project continues we find 
ourselves gaining friends and respect within the 
country. This year in two surgical camps the team 
continued to operate like a well oiled machine in 
conducting 752 cataract removals. Over 7,450 eyes 
have had sight restored in North Sumatra over the 
last 10 years thanks to your generosity. We continue 

continued on back page

752 EYEs
      now sEE! 

We performed a record 
324 eye surgeries in 

October on the island of 
Nias. Drs. Pinto and Jusni 
(center picture) and team 

operate so professionally 
and efficiently. It is truly a 

well-oiled machine. 

attempts might be made to limit our work, but instead found 
officials who had taken precautionary steps to be sure that the 
project would continue without interference. And so we look 
forward to doing another 700+ eye surgeries in 2019 in a few 
new villages hopefully. Our hope is to continue in this project 
for many more years. We do not take for granted though, that 
this hope is dependent upon your generosity. So we hope you 
will commit this, and our other projects to prayer and continue 
to entrust us with your donations.
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Body & Soul board 
members Danny Carrigan 
and Greg Smith are 
pictured with new 
North Sumatra Health 
Department directors 
and Marganda Marbun 
(right), Body & Soul’s 
manager in Indonesia. 
The gratitude extended to 
us is overwhelming. They 
all want us to relay their 
appreaciation to all who 
contribute to this work. We 
saw a happy11 year old 
Rinaldi (right), a year after 
his surgery.
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Working in partnership 
with Save Asian Souls, 

we have had the 
opprtunity to build or 
help build safe houses 

in areas of Southeast 
Asia that are rampant 

with the threat of 
human trafficking. They 
are given a safe place to 
live, Bible teaching and 

vocational education. 
And are assisted in 
finding work after 

developing work skills.

We are not surprised at the surge of energy we get as 
we review 2018 reports from Connor English School 
Director Ngan Huynh. What stands out most is what 
a center for joy and brightness these schools are in 
the midst of a country that is trying to put a stop to 
Christian activity. These schools stand out like a light 
house in the Can Tho area of Vietnam. For now there 
are two very professionally run English Schools running 
full time. The tenacity with which Ngan and her team 
pursue excellence at these schools is well known. While 
the schools grow in community influence, Ngan and 
her staff continue a dedication to meeting the needs 
of the poor of the community. They have achieved an 
excellent balance in reconciling this goal with the goal 
of financial sustainability. So we are very excited to be 
pursuing the opening of a third school in 2019, and 
we are very thankful for your continued prayerful and 
financial participation.

 REscuing 
       vulnErablEl 
Young girls         
             in asia

Despite some fear among local Christians regarding a crackdown on 
“religious activity”, a “safe house” home was built with funds from Body 
& Soul Ministries in 2018 which is now home for seven young ladies. The 
girls are young. The oldest at this house was 14. These young ladies were 
in dire need of a safe home and protection from the very real threat of 
human trafficking. The progress in recruiting others who are at risk for 
trafficking is hindered by the fear of government authorities and their 

restrictions on religious activity. “H” and his family 
care for these young ladies as if they were their 
own children and they just seem like a big happy 
family. While we visited, the girls shared verses from 
Proverbs they had chosen to discuss and asked the 
adults to give insight into what these passages of 
wisdom mean. “H” led them in singing praise songs, 
and in a traditional Laos dance. It was really great. 
The house is of the highest quality and very well 
designed for its purpose. It is secure, surrounded 
by a metal pointed fence with a metal gate, and 
somewhat outside of the business of the city. We are 
very excited about this project, and we would love 
to build more safe houses in partnership with Ron 
Brown of Save Asian Souls. Please consider sharing 
this need with others who might be looking to give 
to projects with such eternal impact. Funding is 
our primary limitation right now when it comes to 
building more safe houses.

Ngan is pictured with her 
two trusted assistants in 
the foyer of one of the  
schools prior to opening. 
Serving the poor by 
making learning English 
affordable in the area 
of Can Tho has caught 
the eye of and support 
of the community and 
government officails.

 lEarning 
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